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Overview 

This course is designed to provide students with a practical knowledge and understanding of the American government and its direct connection to 
their lives. Students will be able to apply knowledge of the Constitution and demonstrate their understanding of how the American system of 
government functions on the local, state and national levels as well as the impact on individual citizens. Students will also be able to demonstrate 
their understanding that US citizens have both rights and responsibilities in order for our government to maintain order in our society. Students may 
have the opportunity to participate in Project Citizen or another comparable project to research policy solutions to a problem. 
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Government and Politics 

Unit Pacing Essential Enduring Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Questions Understandings Connections 

Unit I 2 What are the The Constitution Terms: Synthesize the- Engage in a 6.1.12.A.2.a WHST.11-12.1 
weeks key principles provides Enlightenment content and scavenger hunt Analyze the importance Write arguments focused 

Foundations of the separation of Absolute develop linking of intellectual origins of on discipline-specific 
of the Constitution powers and an monarchy arguments. Constitutional the Foundational content. 

American and how do array of checks Natural rights passages to Documents (i.e., 
Political they guard and balances. Social contract Identify, describe, Enlightenment Declaration of D. Establish and 

System against Consent of the evaluate and philosophers. Independence, the maintain a style and tone 
tyranny? Federalism governed synthesize the Constitution, and Bill of appropriate to the 

requires a The Declaration of essential ideas of Create a graphic Rights) and assess their audience and purpose 
What are the delicate balance Independence informational organizer importance on the spread ( e.g. formal and 

key principles between national, The Constitution texts. illustrating the of democracy around the objective for academic 
ofthe state and local balance of power world. writing) while attending 

Constitution governments. People: Support, modify, between levels of to the norms and 
and how do Thomas Hobbes or refute a position government during 6.1.12.A.2.b conventions of the 
they impact Citizens can John Locke in small or large specific time Compare and contrast discipline in which they 
current engage in a Baron de group discussions. periods. state constitutions, are writing. 
politics in our variety of Montesquieu including New Jersey's RH.11-12.4 
country? activities George III Demonstrate Write a letter to a 1776 constitution, with Determine the meaning 

including but not Thomas Jefferson active listening by public official or the United States of words and phrases as 
What is the limited to voting, James Madison taking notes, newspaper. Constitution, and they are used in a text, 
appropriate running for asking relevant determine their impact including analyzing how 
balance office, serving on Themes: questions, making on the development of an author uses and 
between a jury, Roles of the meaningful American constitutional refines the meaning of a 
national, state volunteering, and citizen comments and government. key term over the course 
and local contacting Federalism providing of a text ( e.g., how 
governments government constructive 6.1.12.A.2.c Madison 
in our federal officials. feedback. Compare and contrast defines faction in Federa 
system? the arguments of list No. 10). 

Recognize a Federalists and 
How do problem and Anti-Federalists during RH.11-12.4 
citizens play brainstorm ways the ratification debates, Analyze in detail how a 
an active role to solve problems and assess their complex primary source 
in society and individually or continuing relevance. is structured, including 
government? collaboratively. how key sentences, 

9.3.12.AC-DES.2 Use paragraphs, and larger 
effective communication 
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skills and strategies portions of the text 
(listening, speaking, contribute to the whole. 
reading, writing and 
graphic communications) 
to work with clients and 
colleagues. 

2 
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Unit Pacing Essential Enduring 
Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Questions Understandings Connections 
Unit II 3 What are the The powers of Three Branches Compare and Write an essay 6.1.12.A.2.d WHST.11-12.4 

weeks powers of the the three and the contrast. comparing and Explain how judicial Produce clear and 
Institutions major branches of significance of contrasting the review made the coherent writing in 

of institutions of government are each Analyze, evaluate, powers of the Supreme Court an which the development, 
Government government? outlined in and interpret three branches of influential branch of organization, and style 

Articles I, II and How checks and visuals to gain government. government, and assess are appropriate to task, 
How are the III of the U.S. balances work to greater the continuing impact of purpose, and audience. 
powers of the Constitution. limit the powers of understanding of Create a poster the Supreme Court 
institutions of the branches the material. depicting historic today. 
government Federalism, example of the use 
limited? checks and Use a variety of of checks and 6.1.12.A.3.d 

balances, public Terms: organizational balances. Describe how the 
opinion and Separation of strategies. Supreme Court increased 
constitutional powers the power of the national 
provisions limit Checks and Identify and define government and 
the powers of balances unfamiliar promoted national 
governmental Legislative Branch vocabulary economic growth during 
institutions. Delegate through context. this era. 

Executive Branch 
Cabinet Apply critical 
Bureaucracy thinking and 6.1.12.A.3 .g 
Judicial Branch problem solving Determine the extent to 
Federal Courts skills during which state and local 
Circuit Court structured learning issues, the press, the rise 
Appellate Courts experiences. of interest-group politics, 

and the rise of party 
politics impacted the 
development of 
democratic institutions 
and practices. 

6.1.12.A.14.a 
Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the 
checks and balances 
system in preventing one 
branch of national 
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government from 
usurping too much 
power during 
contemporary times. 
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Unit Pacing 
Essential Enduring 

Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI 
Interdisciplinary 

Questions Understandings Connections 
Unit III 2 What is the Political parties Terms: Synthesize the Research the 6.1.12.A.2.f WHST.11-12.IB. 

weeks role of promote the Political parties content and method by which a Examine the emergence of Develop claim(s) and 
Political political interests of Conventions develop political party is early political parties and counterclaims using 

Parties and parties in like-minded Platform arguments. established and their views on centralized sound reasoning and 
the Electoral American people in Primaries analyze what government and foreign thoroughly, supplying 

Process democracy? pursuing their Caucuses Identify, describe, infrastructure is affairs, and compare these the most relevant data 
platform Electoral College evaluate and necessary for positions with those of and evidence for each 

What factors positions. Initiative synthesize the success. today's political parties. while pointing out the 
impact the Referendum essential ideas of strengths and 
results of Candidates' Recall informational Create 6.1.12.A.14.d limitations of both 
elections? backgrounds, Interest Groups texts. independent Analyze the conflicting claim(s) and 

skills, and Political Action advertisements for ideologies and actions of counterclaims in a 
How do positions on the Committees Use a variety of real life political political parties regarding discipline appropriate 
voters decide issues, interest Campaign finance organizational candidates based spending priorities, the role form that anticipates 
which groups, funding Polling strategies. on their of government in the the audience's 
candidates to and the media all Focus groups backgrounds and economy, and social knowledge level, 
support in play roles in the Identity groups Support, modify, positions. reforms. concerns, values, and 
elections? outcome of Media bias or refute a position possible biases. 

elections. in small or large Compare and 6.1.12.A.14.e 
How does the group discussions. contrast political Evaluate the effectiveness 
media and An array of candidates and and fairness of the process 
technology factors influence Demonstrate decide who they by which national, state 
affect voters' choices active listening by would support in and local officials are 
government including but not taking notes, election. elected and vote on issues 
and politics? limited to age, asking relevant of public concern. 

gender, race, questions, making Presidential 
religion, political meaningful Simulation 6.1.12.A.14.f 
positions, public comments and Determine the extent to 
speaking ability providing which nongovernmental 
and experience. constructive organizations, special 

feedback. interest groups, third party 
Distinguish political groups, and the 
between fact and media affect public policy. 
slander in 

' today's mass 6.1.12.C. l O.b 
media Compare and contrast the 

economic ideologies of the 

5 
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The difference two major political parties 
between regarding the role of 
political attitude government during the 
and political New Deal and today. 
opinion. 
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Unit Pacing 
Essential Enduring 

Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI 
Interdisciplinar 

Questions Understandings y Connections 
Unit IV 3 What The Bill of Terms: Identify and define Debate the legality 6.1.12.D.2.b WHST.11-12.6. 

weeks individual Rights protects Bill of Rights unfamiliar of modem laws or Explain why American ideals put Use technology, 
Civil Rights rights are the rights of the First Amendment vocabulary governmental forth in the Constitution (i.e., due including the 
and Civil protected by accused and Tenth Amendment through context. actions based on process, rule of law, and Internet, to 
Liberties the provides various 14th Amendment case law and the individual rights) have been produce, share, 

Constitution freedoms to Equal protection Recognize a interpretation of denied to different groups of and update 
and how have individuals, Search and seizure problem and the Constitution. people throughout time. writing products 
those subject to the Necessary and brainstorm ways in response to 
protections interpretation of Proper Clause to solve problems Write a simulated 6.1.12.A.13.b ongoing 
changed over the Supreme Key Supreme individually or Supreme Court Analyze the effectiveness of feedback, 
time? Court. Court cases collaboratively. decision using a national legislation, policies, and including new 

provided fact Supreme Court decisions (i.e., arguments or 
How has the The Apply critical pattern. the Civil Rights Act, the Voting information. 
national interpretations of thinking and Rights Act, the Equal Rights 
government the privileges problem solving Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, 
utilized the and immunities, skills during Affirmative Action, Brown v. 
Fourteenth due process, and structured learning Board of Education, and Roe v. 
Amendment equal protection expenences. Wade) in promoting civil 
to promote clauses of the liberties and equal opportunities. 
equality and Fourteenth Analyze, evaluate, 
justice for Amendment and interpret 6.1.12.A.14.b 
all? have evolved visuals to gain Analyze how the Supreme Court 

over time and greater has interpreted the Constitution 
Who does been understanding of to define the rights of the 
the Bill of implemented by the material. individual and evaluate the 
Rights all three branches impact on public policies. 
protect and of the federal Synthesize the 
disenfranchis government in content and 6.1.12.A.14.h 
e? addition to state develop Assess the effectiveness of 

governments in arguments. government policies in balancing 
different ways. the rights of the individual 

against the need for national 
security. 

6.3.12.D.1 
Analyze current laws involving 
individual rights and national 

7 



Hillsborough Township School District 
7/23/2013 

Government and Politics 

security, and evaluate how the 
laws might be applied to a 
current case study that cites a 
violation of an individual's 
constitutional rights. 

8 
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Unit Pacing 
Essential Enduring Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI I 

Interdisciplinary 
Questions Understandings Connections 

UnitV 5 How does the The influences Terms: Identify, describe, Simulation of 6.1.12.A.5.b WHST.11-12.7 
weeks government on public policy Social policy evaluate and congressional Assess the impact of Conduct short as well as 

Public formulate include the Welfare synthesize the sub-committee governmental efforts to more sustained research 
Policy and public policy media, public Social Security essential ideas of hearing with regulate industrial and projects to answer a 
Active and opinion, and Affordable Care informational student-researched financial systems in order question (including a 

Citizenship implement interest groups. Act texts. testimony to provide economic self-generated question) 
legislation Each branch of Federal Reserve culminating in stability. or solve a problem; 
and government also Revenues Recognize a proposed narrow or broaden the 
regulation? plays a Expenditures problem and government 6.1.12.A.14.c inquiry when appropriate; 

significant role in National debt brainstorm ways action. Assess the merit and synthesize multiple 
How do the process. Deficit to solve problems effectiveness of recent sources on the subject, 
citizens play Defense policy individually or Research local or legislation in addressing demonstrating 
an active role Citizens may National Security collaboratively. state issue, the health, welfare, and understanding of the 
in society and participate in the Council propose viable citizenship status of subject under 
government? formulation of Apply critical solution, and individuals and groups. investigation. 

public policy by thinking and present findings to 
WHST.11-12.8 expressing their problem solving appropriate 6.1.12.C.5.c 

opinions and skills during governmental Analyze the cyclical Gather relevant 

persuading structured learning entities. nature of the economy information from multiple 

governmental expenences. and the impact of periods authoritative print and 

officials. of expansion and digital sources, using 

Support, modify, recession on businesses advanced searches 

or refute a position and individuals. effectively; assess the 

in small or large strengths and limitations 
group discussions. 6.1.12.C.9.a of each source in terms of 

Explain how government the specific task, purpose, 
Demonstrate can adjust taxes, interest and audience; integrate 

active listening by rates, and spending and information into the text 
taking notes, use other policies to selectively to maintain the 
asking relevant restore the country's flow of ideas, avoiding 
questions, making economic health. plagiarism and 

I meaningful overreliance on any one 
i comments and 6.1.12.C.9.b source and following a 

providing Explain how economic standard format for 
constructive indicators (i.e., gross citation. 

feedback. domestic product, 
consumer index, national 

9 



Hillsborough Township School District 
7/23/2013 

Government and Politics 

debt, and trade deficit) are 
used to evaluate the health 
of the economy. 

6.3.12.A.1 
Develop a plan for public 
accountability and 
transparency in 
government related to a 
particular issue(s) and 
share the plan with 
appropriate government 
officials. 

6.3.12.C.l 
Participate in a real or 
simulated hearing about a 
social issue with a related 
economic impact (e.g., 
growing health care costs, 
immigration), and justify 
conclusions after 
weighing evidence from 
multiple experts and 
stakeholders. 

6.3.12.D.1 
Analyze current laws 
involving individual 
rights and national 
security, and evaluate how 
the laws might be applied 
to a current case study 
that cites a violation of an 
individual's constitutional 
rights. 

9.1.12.E.2 
Generate digital media 

8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the 
capabilities and 
limitations of current and 
emerging technology 
resources and assess their 
potential to address 
personal, social, lifelong 
learning, and career 
needs. 

8.1.12.E. l Produce a 
position statement about a 
real world problem by 
developing a systematic 
plan of investigation with 
peers and experts 
synthesizing information 
from multiple sources. 

10 
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campaigns in support of 
or opposing a current 
political, social, or 
economic issue. 

Unit Pacing Essential Enduring Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinary 
Questions Understanding Connections 

Ongoing weekly How do Citizens have a Project Citizen Community Project Citizen 6.3.12.D.1 WHST.11-12.7 
Unit througho citizens play duty to their project Service presentation to Analyze current laws Conduct short as well as 

ut an active role community community involving individual more sustained research 
Project semester in society and Public Speaking members rights and national projects to answer a 
Citizen (!day per government? Citizens can security, and evaluate question (including a 

week and positively Recognize a how the laws might be self-generated question) 
last few contribute to the problem and applied to a current case or solve a problem; 
weeks of lives of others in brainstorm ways study that cites a narrow or broaden the 
semester) the community to solve problems violation of an inquiry when 

individually or individual's appropriate; synthesize 
Citizens may collaboratively. constitutional rights. multiple sources on the 
participate in the subject, demonstrating 
formulation of Apply critical 9.1.12.E.2 understanding of the 
public policy by thinking and Generate digital media subject under 
expressing their problem solving campaigns in support of investigation. 
opinions and skills during or opposing a current 

8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the persuading structured political, social, or 
governmental learning economic issue. capabilities and 
officials. expenences. limitations of current and 

6.3.12.A. l emerging technology 
Develop a plan for resources and assess their 
public accountability and potential to address 

transparency in personal, social, lifelong 
government related to a learning, and career 
particular issue(s) and needs. 
share the plan with 
appropriate government 
officials. 

11 
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8.1.12.E. l Produce a 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the position statement about 
impact of current a real world problem by 
governmental practices developing a systematic 
and laws affecting plan of investigation with 
national security and/or peers and experts 
individual civil rights/ synthesizing information 
pnvacy. from multiple sources. 

12 
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Webliography 

Hippocampus 
http://www.hippocampus.org/History%20%26%20Govemment?uak=ipw 
National Repository of Online Courses web site providing multimedia resources for supplement to curriculum. 

Center for Politics 
www.centerforpolitics.org 
Political Science institute based at the University of Virginia, offers objective analysis of political campaigns and governance. 

Center for Civic Education 
http://www.civiced.org/index.php 
A nonprofit, nonpartisan educational corporation dedicated to promoting an enlightened and responsible citizenry committed to 
democratic principles and actively engaged in the practice of democracy in the United States and other countries. 

http://www.archives.gov/index.html 
Documents and materials created in the course of business conducted by the United States Federal government. There is also a 
teacher resource section that contains useful lesson plans and activities, as well as a section on how to use primary source documents. 

http://docsteach.org/ 
Custom activities created by the teacher for the classroom and share your activities with students by using DocsTeach Classrooms. 
Links to key National Archives documents. 

http://www.icivics.org/ 
An initiative of retired Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, this site features online lessons covering the three branches of 
government and interactive games that cover citizenship and participation, the Constitution and Bill of Rights, separation of powers, 
budgeting, and the executive, judicial and legislative branches. Online discussion forums allow teachers and students to give feedback 
on various topics. 

http://www.civiced.org/programs/project-citizen 
Information on Project Citizen with resources and information about the program 

Constitutional Underpinnings 
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The Federalist Papers 
http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers 
Seminal documents by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay provide a clearer understanding of the intent of the framers 
of the Constitution. The web site also includes analysis of the documents. 

Teaching American History 
http://teachingamericanhist01y.org/convention 
Exhaustive analysis of the Constitutional Convention provides insight into the debates held by the framers of the Constitution. 
Students will be able to better understand how compromises came about. 

US Constitution Online 
http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop.html 
Thorough overview and analysis of each section of the Constitution organized in a systematic and easy to use format. 

National Constitution Center Interactive Constitution http://ratify.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/index no flash.php 
Web site providing easy-to-use tools for understanding and utilizing the U.S. Constitution in scholarly research and day-to-day 
interpretation. 

Political Beliefs and Behaviors 

Politopia - http://www.politopia.com/guiz 
Political Compass - http://www.politicalcompass.org/test 
Quiz Farm - http://guizfarm.com/guizzes/new/samuelrutledge/political-ideology-guiz/ 
Pew Research Typology - http://www.people-press.org/typology/guiz/ 
Online questionnaires for students to examine their political beliefs and possible ideology. Active comparison and contrast of sites 
may demonstrate bias, thereby deepening student understanding of the topic of ideology. 

Census Bureau 
http:/ /www.census.gov/hhes/www / socdemo/voting/ 
Government web site providing statistical data for analysis of voting habits and trends over time. 

Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media 

Vote Smart 
http://votesmart.org/ 
Non-partisan research organization that collects and distributes information on candidates for public office. 

Election Law Program 
http://www.electionlawissues.org/ 
Joint venture of the College of William & Mary and the National Center for the State Courts focusing on election law creation, 
implementation and changes. 

Center for Responsive Politics' Open Secrets http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/index.php 
Nonpartisan research group that tracks money in politics and the effects of money and lobbying activity on elections and public policy. 
Web site includes a public online database of campaign contributions and expenditures. 

Pro Publica 
http://www.propublica.org/ 
ProPublica is an independent, non-profit newsroom that produces investigative journalism in the public interest. 

Institutions of Government: The Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy and the Federal Courts 

United States House of Representatives and United States Senate 
www.house.gov 
www.senate.gov 
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Web site providing official information about congressional committees and membership. 

Roll Call 
http://www.rollcall.com/politics/ 
Congressional Quarterly's online newspaper closely documenting events and issues in the United States Congress. 

The Library of Congress 
http://thomas.loc.gov/links/ 
Repository of public records and other government resources. 

C-Span 
http:/ /www.c-span.org 
Web site of cable network that covers the operations of the federal government. Includes extensive library of documents and video. 

White House - http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
Official web site of the Executive Branch of the United States government. Includes a variety ofresources related to the president, the 
cabinet and executive agencies. 

Scotus Blog - http://www.scotusblog.com 
Leading blog on the Supreme Court that includes transcripts and analysis of historic and current cases. 

Street Law - http://www.streetlaw.org/en/landmark/home 
Web site for Supreme Court-related educational materials, including lesson plans and resources for "Landmark Cases." 

Oyez -- http://www.oyez.org/ 
A multimedia archive devoted to the Supreme Court of the United States and its work. It aims to be a complete and authoritative 
source for all audio recorded in the Court since the installation ofa recording system in October 1955. 

Public Policy 

Public Agenda 
http://www.publicagenda.org/what-public-agenda 
Public Agenda works to engage journalists, policymakers and the general public in policy-related discussions and deliberations. Public 
Agenda also works to bring together multiple perspectives to facilitate greater understanding of various opinions about domestic 
issues of importance. 

The Annenberg Center for Public Policy Research 
http://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org 
Center for the study of public policy at the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania, conducting 
research, convening panels of experts, and publishing reports on five main areas: political communication, information and society, 
media and children, health communication, and adolescent risk. 

Teachers College at Columbia University 
http://understandingfiscalresponsibi1ity.org/ 
Curriculum resources for the federal budget, national debt and budget deficitorganized around the overarching question: "How should 
we address our nation's fiscal challenges today and in the future in a manner that is consistent with our values and traditions?" 

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

American Civil Liberties Union 
http://www.aclu.org 
Nonpartisan, non-profit organization whose stated mission is "to defend and preserve the individual rights and liberties guaranteed to 
every person in this country by the Constitution and laws of the United States," working through litigation, lobbying and community 
education. 



Hillsborough Township School District 
CATO Institute 
http://www.cato.org 
Libertarian thinktank whose stated mission is "to increase the understanding of public policies based on the principles of limited 
government, free markets, individual liberty, and peace. 
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DVDs/MEDIA 

13th 
American Government: The Bureaucracy 
A Perfect Candidate 
Best Government Money Can Buy: The Truth About Lobbying 
Declaration oflndependence: Just the Facts 
Debating Our Destiny 
Frontline: "So You Want to Buy a President?" 
How to Die in Oregon 
Liberty's Kids 
PBS Democracy Project I'm on the Ballot 
Street Fight 
Sunnylands Seminars series on the Supreme Court 
The Constitution: That Delicate Balance 
United States Constitution and Bill of Rights: Just the Facts 
Unintended Consequences: Eminent Domain 


